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Subtitle How unaccepted output composes an unrecorded reference line for judgment, and

how the mechanism of involution changes as generation cost approaches zero.

Abstract When the cost of producing an artefact collapses toward zero, more people submit
more work while the number of admissions stays flat and the standard required for admission

rises. Three non-communicating literatures explain this differently and incompatibly: contest
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economics (effort is set by the number of prizes and the unit cost of effort; the excess is pure
dissipation), the theory of cultural valorization (what counts as new is set by a valorized
archive whose capacity and refresh rate are fixed), and constraint theory together with recent
delivery research (throughput is set by the narrowest station; faster generation merely
relocates congestion downstream to review). The three cannot all be true. This paper identifies
their shared, unstated premise: that scarcity precedes behaviour, so that unaccepted output—
being on nobody's books—cannot drive anything. The material that overturns this premise
comes from the three literatures themselves: experimentally robust over-dissipation, the fifth
focusing step's own warning that inertia becomes the next constraint, and the admission that
the profane space always wins against the archive. The load-bearing claim: involution is
neither wasted effort, nor exhausted novelty, nor a migrating bottleneck, but the composition
of an unrecorded reference line—here called the dark baseline—out of unaccepted output, and
its one-directional rise. A modality-free test is supplied: remove last round's unaccepted
output from the reference set; by how much does this round's threshold fall> The paper
supplies a two-by-two discrimination table, a dimensionless reading commensurable across
three domains, thirteen sectoral redemptions, nine mechanism-level falsification conditions,
one scope boundary (sedimentation occurs under selection-of-k regimes, not under fixed-

standard regimes), and a dated wager.

Keywords dark baseline; unaccepted output; judgment threshold; selection-of-k versus fixed

standard; baseline lift; collapse of generation cost
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