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Open, and Nobody Came

On the misalignment between a classroom's content order and its windows of receptivity,

and why a window closing leaves no trace

Abstract. Classrooms sequence content by logical dependency: this first, because that will
need it. Cell biology holds that whether an induction succeeds turns not on signal strength but
on whether the target is competent at that moment; engineering holds that whether an
assembly works turns not on each part's precision but on how the tolerance chain was
allocated; art holds that a work takes the form it does not from the maker's intention but from
the material's resistance along the making sequence. The three disagree about what drives
change, yet share an unstated premise: that readiness is a property readable before the act.
The material overturning this comes from cell biology itself. In sequential induction, the
competence window of a target tissue is itself opened by an earlier signal — readiness is not a
property of the receiver but a product of the previous round. Carried back to the classroom,

this yields the object named here: the empty window, a period of receptivity opened by the
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previous round during which no corresponding content arrives. The load-bearing claim is that
learning is scarce not because the order is wrong, the students weak, or the method poor, but
because instructional order follows content logic while windows open and close on what the
previous round actually produced — two clocks that do not align, only one of which is
recorded. The paper supplies an alignment rate, a matrix, a modality-free question,
separations from nine adjacent accounts including the most dangerous placeholder (sensitive
periods), three constraints imposed in return, seven falsification conditions, and a dated

wager.

Keywords: empty window; alignment rate; competence window; sequential induction;

temporal mismatch
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