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MARFER, PIKIZANZANE, XIER TR HIZF

The Half That Gets Better First: Reading-Credit, and Why It Cannot Be Told Apart from
Repair Until the Margin Runs Out

An intervention can change a state of affairs, or it can change how that state of affairs is read.
This paper argues that the two are routinely conflated because, while a system retains margin,
they are indistinguishable on every conventional indicator — including the leading indicators
used in resilience engineering. Drawing on three mutually incompatible frontier accounts —
the chartalist and credit theories of money against metallism (Knapp; Innes; Graeber; with
Kocherlakota's money-as-memory as the formal statement), the shift from a stem-cell-centric
to a niche-centric account of regenerative failure (Schofield's niche; recent work showing
clinical failures reflect niche misalignment rather than intrinsic cell deficits), and the
soundscape approach against level-based noise control (ISO 12913; sound as resource rather
than waste; measured cases where annoyance falls with negligible reduction in sound
pressure level) — we show each field answers the same question differently and none states
the question. We name the mechanism reading-credit: a change in reading is drawn against
the system's remaining margin, and the accumulated gap between reading and state is settled
in a single event when that margin is exhausted. Reading-credit is not a placebo and not a

deception; it is a real intervention with a real balance sheet. The account is separated from
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Woods's graceful extensibility and decompensation by a decisive contrast: Woods's saturation
is detectable in advance through lengthening recovery times, whereas reading-credit
consumes no adaptive capacity and therefore leaves no such trace — its only detector is a

deliberate load test. Four falsification conditions are given, one of them low-cost.

Keywords: reading-credit; settlement moment; margin; load test; soundscape masking; niche

misalignment; chartalism
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