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f: English abstract

Who Says This One Is Over: practice gains track who parses the trial and where the cut falls,
not the presence, density, or variability of feedback

Abstract. Three mature accounts of practice — deliberate practice (immediate feedback over
repetitions), the reduced-feedback and desirable-difficulties literature (immediate feedback aids
performance but harms retention), and the motor-control tradition denying that repetition exists



at all — issue mutually cancelling prescriptions on the same cases. This paper argues that all
three treat as background what should be the variable: the parsing of the trial. Feedback
presupposes a boundary; a boundary is a judgement, not an observation, especially once physical
repetition is denied. Crossing who parses (internal / external) with where the cut falls (at
movement completion / at outcome readout) yields a 2xX2 and a decidable ordering: self-parsed-
at-movement > other-parsed-at-movement > self-controlled readout > device-triggered. Three
independent measures are proposed (boundary concordance, closing latency, boundary
variability), ten cross-domain redemptions given, and two domains — rehabilitation and
reinforcement learning — force the claim to concede ground, yielding two operational quantities:
the availability of the parsing judgement and the visibility of the parsing record. A four-group
experiment holding total external information constant separates this account from the guidance
hypothesis and from autonomy-based explanations. A dated bet closes the paper.

Keywords trial parsing; trial boundary; parsing authority; feedback-boundary separation;
retention; desirable difficulties
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